
BISD Multicultural Advisory Council
Tuesday, Dec. 5, 2017, Bainbridge High School Library

The meeting convened at 4:40 p.m. and Sheryl Belt, Associate Superintendent, reported that 
the data review revealed that the BISD is 85% white and that the next largest group is “two or 
more races,” which also is the highest scoring group.

Announcements:
• Christina Peato has secured a grant to work with the Suquamish Tribe and the Bainbridge 

Island Historical Museum.
• Sakai Intermediate School has plans to work with the school’s equity data.
• Steven Soltar will be doing two workshops for the schools.
• Kathy McGowan recommended the book Written in Stone by Roseann Perry.
• Associate Superintendent Sheryl Belt is hoping to improve the district’s language programs 

with additional funds from the state.

The council divided into task groups and then reconvened with the following group reports:
• MLK Assembly/Kitamoto Award: The group noted that this is the 50th year since Dr. 

King’s assassination. The high school assembly is scheduled for 45 minutes on Friday, 
Jan. 12. The forms for the Dr. Frank Kitamoto Award and a notice about the MLK 
essay/spoken word/rap competition will be distributed on Wednesday, Dec. 6; both are 
due back on Friday, Jan. 6. Panels will be needed to read them. There has been some 
confusion about who is coordinating the assembly; it was decided that Karen Vargas 
will arrange for a keynote speaker to speak for 20 minutes. The assembly also will 
include musical groups.

• The Salon Night group would like to show The Color of Fear close to Monday, Jan. 15.

It was M/S/A to open up the MAC grants to students of all ages, student organizations, or 
groups of students, as well as teachers.

Chair Karen Vargas presented information on the history of the United Brothers and Sisters 
student group, including the mission of the group and a statement of the group’s impact by 
their advisor.

It was proposed that MAC coordinate a meeting of student clubs to focus on the equity issues 
that they identify and what the groups have in common.

At this point, members who did not wish to be part of the business meeting left, and the 
remaining members, primarily members of the executive committee, M/S/A to ask the council 
at the January if they would like to ask co-recorder/treasurer Marsha Cutting to set up a 
Facebook page specifically for the MAC.

The January meeting at the Filipino American Hall was briefly discussed, with the suggestion 
that the Filipino American Community be invited to share their understanding of the history 
of their relationship with the school district. It also was proposed that Mike Florian be invited 
to present an update on the Culture Fair.


